Taking Care of Wild Places Since 1966

Inside TCWP

1. A New Bridge on the North Ridge Trail

Visitors to TCWP's North Ridge Trail will notice a new bridge spanning a gully that had become a
growing challenge along the trail. Over time, erosion carved a washout more than seven feet deep,
making a safe crossing increasingly difficult. Longtime TCWP member, volunteer, and trail expert Bob
"Trail Bob" Richards evaluated the site, designed a solution, determined the materials needed, and
even helped transport much of the lumber down the trail. Thanks to generous contributions from the
Whitten family and several other TCWP members and supporters, the materials were purchased and
prepared to Bob's specifications. Then, on a recent workday, fourteen dedicated volunteers hauled
the materials to the site and constructed a beautiful 16-foot bridge that will serve hikers for years to
come. This project is a wonderful example of what makes TCWP special—members and volunteers
working together to care for the places we all love. Thank you to everyone who helped make this
project possible!

2. “Rails to Trails” Update: Strong Community Support and Continued
Progress

The Rails to Trails project reached a major milestone in May when the Anderson County Commission
unanimously approved a Resolution of Support for the project. Following the vote, commissioners
offered a round of applause—an encouraging sign of the broad support that has been built through
months of community outreach and collaboration.

The final resolution reflects extensive input from New River community members and county leaders,
including provisions recognizing the potential for the trail to bring jobs, infrastructure improvements,
enhanced emergency access, and other benefits to the New River area. It also emphasizes the

importance of local representation and continued community involvement as planning moves forward.
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Let's Celebrate

60 Yequy
Tegathe!

AUGUST 01, 2026 a PAMET

IJAMS NATURE CENTER

2915 Island Home Ave
Knoxville, TN 37920

We are especially grateful to the 189 TCWP members who live in Anderson
County and took the time to contact their district commissioners by phone
and email. Your voices mattered, and this success would not have been
possible without your engagement and support.

Another encouraging development has been the growing involvement of
New River residents in shaping the future of the project. Several New River
community members who were initially skeptical spoke in favor of the
resolution before the Commission. In addition, respected New River
songwriter, author, and craftsman Jimmy Byrge has joined the Board of
Directors of Echoes of the Rail Foundation, ensuring that local perspectives
continue to have a seat at the table

Community outreach remains a priority. TCWP and Echoes of the Rail are
now conducting a series of small listening sessions throughout Scott County
to better understand concerns, hear from supporters, and continue building
relationships. Joining TCWP Executive Director Nancy Manning, Echoes
Board President John McCracken, and Vice President Virginia Bruce in
facilitating these discussions is longtime New River resident Miss Loretta,
whose participation has helped strengthen connections within the
community.

Behind the scenes, work continues to move the project toward acquisition
readiness. The title search for the corridor has been completed, and TCWP
is working with surveyor Adam Leftwich to complete a boundary survey.
Adam has conducted many surveys for TCWP Obed WSR properties. The
next major step will be a Phase | Environmental Assessment, with Echoes
currently interviewing firms to conduct that work.

At the same time, TCWP and Echoes have begun discussions about their long-term partnership and future roles in
helping ensure that this 41-mile corridor is permanently preserved and managed as a community asset.

With railbanking completed and acquisition planning advancing, the project continues to move steadily toward the
goal of creating a world-class trail that serves the communities of Scott, Campbell, and Anderson counties and will
be the longest such trail in Tennessee and third longest in the southeastern region of the United States.

3. TCWP Launches Nuclear Energy Working Group

As East Tennessee becomes a national hub for advanced nuclear energy development, TCWP has convened a
Nuclear Energy Working Group to help gather, evaluate, and share information about the rapidly expanding
nuclear industry in our region. Representatives from Sierra Club, Harpeth Conservancy, Tennessee Scenic Rivers
Association, Nuclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS), and Southern Environmental Law Center have
joined TCWP in this effort.

Based in Oak Ridge—where nearly every stage of the nuclear energy lifecycle is now represented, from reactor
development and fuel fabrication to uranium enrichment and waste processing—TCWP is serving as the central
hub for collecting and organizing information about these projects.

3rd Annual
Supporter
Appreciation
Event
Save the Date:
9/24

Celebrating You! &
For the third consecutive year,
we are thrilled to host our
annual

Supporter Appreciation

Event
on September 24th. This
special gathering is our way of
saying a heartfelt thank you to
the dedicated individuals whose
exceptional generosity keeps
our mission moving forward.

An Exclusive Invitation
This year’s event is held in honor

of our Sustainer Level
contributors and above. It’s our
chance to celebrate the
profound impact your leadership
giving has on our community.

The Working Group's first task is to develop a clear understanding of the facilities, technologies, and companies
involved in the region's nuclear buildout. From there, members will review emerging research, news reports, permit
applications, and technical documents to determine what information may be most relevant to citizens and
communities.

TCWP recognizes that nuclear energy generates both enthusiasm and concern. Our goal is not to promote or
oppose specific projects, but rather to ensure that citizens have access to accurate, well-researched information
about developments that could affect our communities, natural resources, and quality of life. As the Working
Group's efforts progress, we look forward to sharing objective information that helps the public better understand
this rapidly changing landscape.

B Keep an eye on your inbox!
Official invitations and RSVP
forms will be arriving via email
soon.



https://forms.gle/hy29NmV395AD2ydR8
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4. Protecting the Obed's Headwaters Once Again

Nearly 35 years ago, TCWP joined local citizens, conservation organizations, and federal agencies in opposing proposals to dam tributaries of the Obed Wild
& Scenic River. Those efforts helped elevate the discussion from short-term water supply projects to broader regional planning and highlighted the
importance of protecting the rivers and streams that feed one of Tennessee's most treasured waterways. Today, as new discussions emerge about future
water needs on the Cumberland Plateau, TCWP is once again engaged in protecting the Obed's headwaters while helping identify practical solutions for the
region's growing demand for water.

This spring, TCWP joined local residents, scientists, and community leaders to form a Crossville Water Supply Working Group. The group's immediate concern
stems from public statements suggesting that future water shortages could be addressed by constructing a new reservoir on Daddy's Creek or Clear Creek—
both major tributaries of the Obed Wild & Scenic River. At the same time, questions have been raised about whether existing water supplies could be
stretched significantly further through leak reduction, infrastructure improvements, and conservation measures. TCWP's role is to help ensure that decisions
affecting these rivers are based on sound science, transparent public information, and a careful evaluation of all available alternatives.

In recent months, the group has begun gathering information on water loss, infrastructure needs, projected future demand, and the potential environmental
consequences of new impoundments. A referendum expected on the November ballot regarding governance of Crossville's water system has added urgency
to these discussions. While many questions remain unanswered, TCWP is committed to working with local partners to promote water conservation, improve
public understanding of the issues, and safeguard the free-flowing streams that sustain the Obed Wild & Scenic River for future generations.

5. Pipeline Monitoring Update: Recent Developments

In May, TCWP joined Appalachian Voices, Sierra Club, Ridgeline Voices, and Southern Environmental Law Center in signing a request that the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) issue a stop-work order for the Ridgeline Expansion Project. The request cited a pattern of documented construction issues,
including sediment entering waterways, permit violations, and other environmental compliance concerns reported during pipeline construction. Enbridge's
response argued that the incidents had been promptly addressed, that most reports did not constitute formal violations, and that construction should continue
because corrective actions had already been implemented. While we await FERC's response, TCWP will continue monitoring construction activities and
reviewing compliance reports.

Another event drawing our attention occurred on June 11 when a Norfolk Southern train carrying ethanol derailed near Lancing in Morgan County, close to the
Emory River, a major tributary of the Obed Wild and Scenic River. Several rail cars were breached, resulting in fires and an ethanol release into the river. State
and federal agencies continue to evaluate environmental impacts, and a precautionary river-contact advisory remains in effect for portions of the affected
area. We are grateful to TCWP board members and supporters who alerted us to the derailment almost immediately after it occurred. At this time, we do not
know whether nearby pipeline drilling activities played any role in the incident, and no such connection has been established. As additional information
becomes available from the ongoing investigation, we will share updates with our members.

6. Explore and Restore program at Oak Ridge High School by Margaret Cumberland, Plant Ecologist with NEON and a TCWP Director.

You're holding a spider” one of the high schoolers kept repeating while we were taking a break from removing invasive species. We had uncovered the spider
when we were pulling up winter creeper from the wetland on the school campus. | picked it up to get it out of harm’s way, and the fact that someone would pick
up a spider floored this student. This was the third year of the Explore and Restore program, this year taking place at Oak Ridge High School. This program is
one day a week for 4 weeks, working with science teacher Stephanie Sluss. The students in each of her three classes selected one of four areas of study—
Zoology, Chemistry, Entomology, or Botany—to explore in greater depth.

Day 1 focused on science careers. Each guest scientist introduced themselves and shared the path that led them to their current career. Retired teacher Julie
McCullough oversaw zoology. Entomology was covered by Vicky Louangaphay, a Field Ecologist with the National Ecologist Observatory Network (NEON). Ms.
Sluss covered chemistry, and | covered botany. After introductions we broke into groups and introduced our projects.

Day 2 was “Explore” day—doing the science. In each of the four areas, students participated in hands-on data collection. They collected insects, conducted water
chemistry tests to determine water quality, performed plant surveys, or studied aquatic wildlife.

Day 3 was the “restore” day where we went to the wetland on the school campus and made giant piles of invasive species. We were able to tackle big sections
thanks to the help of John Bird and his chainsaw. This also served to introduce the students to the negative effects of invasive species and get up close to nature.
| don’t believe the student amazed at my spider handling had ever seen anyone not immediately kill a spider.

Day 4 was a chance for the students to summarize everything they learned. They made display boards and set them up in the library. Several classes came to
learn and ask questions. This gave the students their first experience of looking at data, thinking about results, and explaining it all.

The Explore and Restore program was a great opportunity for these high school students to see what it’s like to have a career studying nature. Hopefully, they will
always remember this experience and better understand the value of our natural areas. At the very least, | think they will always be able to recognize and pull
winter creeper.
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NEWS

CAPSULES
OAK RIDGE

1. Fast-Tracked Review for Proposed Oak Ridge Nuclear Facility

Orano Enrichment’s proposed Project Ike continues moving forward in Oak Ridge. The company applied to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in
March to build and operate a $5 billion uranium enrichment facility on a 624-acre site of former Manhattan Project land. Supported by a $900 million federal
award and additional state funding, the project is intended to strengthen the domestic nuclear fuel supply chain and reduce U.S. dependence on foreign
enrichment services. The NRC has announced an accelerated 12-month review process, significantly shorter than the agency’s typical licensing timeline.

As part of that review, the NRC will prepare a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) examining the potential environmental effects of constructing and
operating the facility. The agency is currently accepting public comments on the scope of the review through July 13 and will use those comments to

determine which issues require detailed analysis. Following the scoping process, the NRC will release a draft EIS for public review before making any final
licensing decisions.

2. Tennessee Launches First State Fusion Energy Regulations with ramifications for Oak Ridge

Tennessee became the first state in the nation to implement a regulatory framework specifically for nuclear fusion technology, reinforcing its growing role as a
center for advanced energy development. The new rules establish licensing requirements for fusion machines and related activities, providing a pathway for
companies developing commercial fusion energy projects. One of the first expected users of the framework is Type One Energy, whose proposed Infinity Two
fusion power plant near Oak Ridge could begin construction as early as 2028 through partnerships with the Tennessee Valley Authority, the University of

Tennessee, and Oak Ridge National Laboratory. State leaders say the regulations are designed to support innovation while providing oversight for this
emerging energy technology.

STATE of TENNESSEE

1. Duck River Receives State Scenic River Protection

Governor Bill Lee recently signed legislation designating the Duck River and selected tributaries as a Class Il Pastoral State Scenic River, adding a new layer of
recognition and protection for one of Tennessee’s most ecologically important waterways. Stretching 269 miles through Middle Tennessee, the Duck River
provides drinking water for approximately 250,000 residents and supports extensive recreational use. The river is nationally recognized for its extraordinary
biodiversity, including dozens of freshwater mussel, snail, and fish species—many of which are threatened or endangered. Conservation groups have long
highlighted the Duck River as one of the most biologically diverse rivers in North America.

2. Tennessee’s Wildlife Conservation Blueprint Updated

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has approved Tennessee’s 2025 State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP), a science-based roadmap that guides conservation
efforts for at-risk fish, wildlife, and habitats across the state. Developed by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency in collaboration with conservation
partners, the updated plan includes a revised list of Species of Greatest Conservation Need, new conservation assessment tools, and an expanded focus on
private lands. The plan helps prioritize conservation actions, supports recovery of threatened and endangered species, and ensures Tennessee remains
eligible for federal wildlife conservation funding while adapting to emerging environmental challenges.

3. Foothills Land Conservancy Secures Major Smokies Addition

Foothills Land Conservancy (FLC) has acquired 638 acres near Townsend that will ultimately become part of the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, marking the park’s largest land addition in more than a decade. The property includes forested ridgelines, wildlife habitat, and
important landscape connections adjacent to one of the park’s most iconic areas. FLC, which has protected more than 200,000 acres through
conservation projects across Tennessee and beyond, described the acquisition as one of the region’s most significant conservation
opportunities in nearly 20 years and an important step in preserving Southern Appalachian landscapes for future generations.

4. Cardwell Mountain Becomes Tennessee’s Newest State Park

Tennessee has officially dedicated Cardwell Mountain State Archaeological Park as its 64th state park, protecting 534 acres in Warren County that

encompass both significant cultural history and unique natural resources. The site sits above Cumberland Caverns—one of the nation’s largest cave systems
and a designated National Natural Landmark—and contains evidence of Native American habitation spanning thousands of years, including a 1,000-year-old
earthen monument. While the park is currently closed as trails and visitor facilities are developed, the designation ensures long-term protection of important

archaeological, geological, and scenic resources through a partnership involving Tennessee State Parks, TennGreen, The Conservation Fund, and The Nature
Conservancy.

5. Tennessee Moves to Block Climate Liability Lawsuits

The Tennessee General Assembly has passed legislation that would prevent state and local governments, as well as private citizens, from pursuing certain
climate-related lawsuits against fossil fuel companies. As expected, supporters describe the measure as a way to protect businesses from costly litigation,
while critics argue it shields major oil and gas companies from accountability for alleged climate-related harms. The bill, which mirrors legislation introduced in
several other states, was awaiting Governor Bill Lee’s signature at the time of publication.
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6. Data Center Oversight Measures Fail as Industry Expands

As Tennessee prepares for significant growth in artificial intelligence and data center development, lawmakers approved legislation allowing large data
centers to generate their own power or purchase electricity from independent producers with limited state oversight. While the law includes provisions
intended to shield utility customers from some infrastructure costs, several proposed measures that would have required reporting on water use, electricity
consumption, and other impacts failed to advance. The outcome has raised concerns that the rapid expansion of energy-intensive data centers warrants
greater transparency and public accountability regarding their effects on local communities and natural resources.

7. Promised Water Recycling Plant for xAl Data Center Put on Hold

Concerns over the environmental impacts of large Al data centers intensified after xAl paused construction of a promised water recycling facility intended
to reduce pressure on the Memphis area’s drinking water supply. The recycling plant had been presented to reuse treated wastewater for cooling
operations rather than relying solely on groundwater from the region’s aquifer. While xAl says its immediate focus is completing a second data center, local
residents and water advocates have expressed concern that the delay highlights the challenges of relying on voluntary environmental commitments rather
than enforceable requirements as data center development accelerates.

8. Coal Ash Controversy Grows as TVA Seeks Permanent Disposal Site

TVA is seeking approval to permanently cap and leave in place approximately 24 million cubic yards of coal ash at its Cumberland Fossil Plant in Stewart
County, despite monitoring data showing contaminants from the site have entered groundwater. Coal ash contains toxic substances including arsenic, mercury,
lead, radium, and other pollutants linked to cancer, birth defects, neurological damage, heart disease, and other serious health concerns. Environmental
advocates argue that the material should be removed to a lined landfill rather than left in unlined storage areas adjacent to the Cumberland River.

The controversy intensified after TVA employees distributed a booklet at a public hearing that critics say downplayed the risks associated with coal ash.
Researchers and environmental groups challenged claims in the publication that coal ash is essentially harmless, noting that the 2008 Kingston coal ash
disaster—the largest industrial spill in U.S. history—was linked to illnesses and deaths among cleanup workers. The Cumberland proposal is one of several TVA
coal ash closure plans currently under review by the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation and could help shape how similar sites across
Tennessee are managed in the future.

9. Tennessee Ranks Last in Renewable Energy Production

A new report found that Tennessee ranked last in the nation in 2025 for electricity generated from solar, wind, and geothermal sources, producing the
equivalent of just 1% of its power from those renewable resources. The report points to the Tennessee Valley Authority's continued reliance on fossil fuels,
which supplied more than half of its electricity last year, while wind and solar accounted for only about 4% of TVA's power mix. The finding comes despite
studies showing Tennessee has significant potential for both solar and wind development and as utilities across the country rapidly expand renewable energy
generation to meet growing electricity demand.

NATIONAL

1. Federal Coal Ash Protections Face Rollbacks as Coal Plants Get New Life

The Trump Administration has proposed rolling back federal safeguards designed to limit coal ash pollution and reduce toxic wastewater discharges from
coal-fired power plants, while also providing funding to extend the life of several aging coal facilities, including TVA’s Cumberland Fossil Plant. The changes
will likely weaken protections against contamination from coal ash, as detailed in Coal Ash Controversy article, above. The rollbacks come despite decades of
evidence showing the risks posed by unlined coal ash storage sites and wastewater releases.

The proposed changes have drawn strong opposition from conservation and public-interest organizations, including the Southern
Environmental Law Center (SELC), which has spent years pursuing coal ash cleanups across the Southeast. SELC notes that public pressure
and litigation following major disasters, including TVA’s 2008 Kingston coal ash spill, led to federal coal ash standards and the removal of
more than 270 million tons of coal ash from leaking, unlined storage sites. The organization argues that weakening those standards could
slow cleanup efforts and increase risks to drinking water supplies and communities located near coal ash disposal areas.

2. Proposed EPA Budget Cuts Spark Debate Over Environmental Protection

A proposed federal budget would reduce funding for the Environmental Protection Agency by roughly half, prompting sharp debate in Congress over the
agency’s future role. EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin argues the cuts would create a leaner agency focused on core responsibilities while streamlining
permitting and reducing regulatory burdens. The proposal would weaken environmental enforcement, reduce support for state water-quality programs, curtail
climate-related initiatives, and limit resources available to address issues such as PFAS contamination and pollution from industrial sources. Congress will
ultimately decide the agency’s final budget.
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3. Tennessee Receives $10.5 Million to Address PFAS Contamination

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has awarded Tennessee more than $10.5 million to help communities address PFAS, often called “forever
chemicals,” and other emerging contaminants in drinking water. The funding will support testing, planning, and infrastructure improvements for small and
disadvantaged communities, public water systems, and private well owners. PFAS chemicals are widely used in industrial and consumer products and have
been linked to a variety of health concerns. The grant is part of a broader national effort to reduce exposure to these persistent contaminants and help
communities comply with emerging drinking water standards.

TCWP EVENTS
TCWP’s Guidelines for Activities

o We ask that you stay home when you are sick.

o We ask that you know what you’re capable of, and that you communicate that to the group leader.

o We recommend that you bring plenty of water and snacks.

e We ask that you not bring pets.

o NOTE: Events advertised as cleanups or workdays could involve a brisk pace, steep grades, and/or uneven terrain, and might not be
appropriate for inexperienced hikers or those with physical limitations. For more information or if you have specific questions, contact the
TCWP event leader.

o [NOTE: Times listed for all events are Eastern time unless specified otherwise.]

1. Upcoming Events

Let’s Celebrate 60 Years Together! — Saturday, August 1

This year marks a milestone for Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning—60 years of protecting the places we love. If you've been following along with
our recent eblasts highlighting TCWP’s history decade by decade, you already know this is more than just an anniversary—it’s a story of determined people
coming together to defend the Obed, the Smokies, and so many wild places across East Tennessee.

Now, it’s time to celebrate that legacy—and the community that made it possible.

We invite you to join us on August 1 at 9:00 a.m. at ljams Nature Center for a special morning gathering filled with reflection, connection,
and inspiration. Enjoy light breakfast fare while hearing “pop-up” stories from those who withessed TCWP’s earliest days and the pivotal
moments that shaped our mission. With a little luck, we’ll also hear from the children of our founders, Ace and Evelyn Russell, sharing
personal memories from the very beginning. We’ll wrap up the morning the best way we know how—with a hike through the beautiful trails
at ljams.

And if you haven'’t yet received our “60 Years of TCWP” eblast series, it’s not too late to join in. These short stories bring our history to life and set the stage
for where we’re headed next. Sign up here to follow along and stay connected: Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning or
https://tinyurl.com/3wfjmct8.

We hope you’ll be part of this special day as we celebrate the past, honor the people who built this organization, and look ahead to the future of protecting
Tennessee’s wild places—together.

Please register here to facilitate food and beverage planning:
https://forms.gle/hy29NmV395AD2ydR8

Feel free to reach out to Nancy Manning at nancymanning@tcwp.org if you have any questions.

Woods to Water Expo — Saturday, August 29

TCWP will be present at the second annual Woods to Water Expo at the Morgan County Courthouse Square in Wartburg from 10 a.m. to 5p.m. on
Saturday, August 29. The Expo is an annual outdoor recreation and natural resources event organized by the UT-TSU Extension featuring local
conservation exhibits (including TCWP, Emory River Watershed Association and Friends of Frozen Head), food trucks, and youth career information.


https://tinyurl.com/3wfjmct8
https://tcwp.us13.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f41d9b6f69d1ba33b61eaf669&id=dce505a368
https://tinyurl.com/3wfjmct8
https://forms.gle/hy29NmV395AD2ydR8
mailto:nancymanning@tcwp.org
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Ramsey Creek Obed River Outing — Saturday, September 5

This is a joint outing for TCWP and the Tennessee Native Plant Society. We will walk about .5 mile on a rough road to the Obed. If the water is low enough
and hikers want to, we will wade the Obed to visit a scour prairie. On the way back, we’ll hike off-trail along Ramsey Creek. Hikers may skip this and return
along the rough road if they prefer. We will have bird and plant interpretation.

We’ll meet at 10 a.m. Eastern at the Wartburg Visitor Center, 3804 Morgan County Hwy (US 27), in Wartburg; or meet for carpooling in Oak Ridge at the
Gold’s Gym/Books-A-Million parking lot (meet at the end close to S. lllinois Avenue, near Salsarita’s) in time to leave by 9:15 a.m. Eastern. This will be an
easy hike if you skip the wade and the off-trail hike; distance about 1 mile. Bring water, a lunch, and bug spray.

Leaders: Larry Pounds, Chuck Estes; phone/email: 865-705-8516, PoundsL471@aol.com. Register online at TCWP or TNPS.

Atomic Fall Fest — Saturday, September 12

TCWP and Greenways Oak Ridge (GWOR) will have a joint booth at the Atomic Fall Fest at the A.K. Bissell Park, Oak Ridge, on September 12. Guests
at this signature Oak Ridge event can enjoy live entertainment, local artists and craft vendors, family activities, food trucks, and numerous community
booths throughout the festival.

Summer Cedar Barrens Cleanup/Weed Wrangle® - Saturday, September 19

This will be the second of our three annual workdays at the Oak Ridge Cedar Barrens. Located next to Jefferson Middle School in Oak Ridge, the barrens
is a joint project of the City of Oak Ridge, the State Natural Areas Division, and TCWP. One of just a few cedar barrens in East Tennessee, the area is
subject to invasion by Chinese lespedeza, Japanese privet, autumn olive, mimosa, Nepal grass, multiflora rose, and woody plants that threaten the
system’s prairie grasses. Our spring, summer, and fall cleanups help to eliminate invasives and other shade-producing plants that prevent the prairie
grasses from getting needed sun. The late-summer workday is optimum for viewing prairie wildflowers that flourish at the barrens.

Volunteers should meet in the Jefferson Middle School parking lot at 9 a.m.; wear sturdy shoes, and bring loppers, gloves, and water. A pizza lunch will be
provided. For additional information, contact Jimmy Groton at 865-805-9908 or groton87@comcast.net

BioBlitz with TVA and Discover Life in America - September 25-26

Celebrate National Public Lands Day with TCWP and friends! Join TCWP, Discover Life in America, and the Tennessee Valley Authority for a free, family-
friendly BioBlitz in Oak Ridge's two cedar barrens. A BioBlitz is an opportunity for people of all ages and skill levels to learn about local animals and plants
while contributing to science! We will explore what lives along the Worthington Cemetery Trail at Melton Hill Reservoir and in the Oak Ridge Barrens
Natural Area.

Two chances to ‘blitz!

Friday, September 25 from 7pm to 10pm Eastern: Throughout the evening, we will survey for plants, insects, and more! At dusk, we will set up black
lights to monitor insect populations, and we may hear bats with our echolocation detector!

Blitz location (Friday): Oakridge Cedar Barrens — Volunteers should meet in the Jefferson Middle School parking lot, next to the baseball diamond - 200
Fairbanks Rd, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 37830
Saturday, September 26 from 9am to 12pm Eastern: We will start by looking and listening for birds, then continue to look for other flora and fauna

throughout the morning. Participants can also remove invasive species to expand the cedar barren habitat along the trail.

Join us for pizza after we finish!

Blitz location (Saturday): Elza Gate Park. Worthington Cemetery .75 Mile Loop, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 37830 (link to Google Maps) or
https://tinyurl.com/mvzu35as

2. Recent Events

New Cumberland Trail Section Hike — Saturday, May 2

The Cumberland Trail is moving toward completion. It will be an approximately 300-mile trail going from Signal Mountain, Chattanooga to Cumberland Gap
near Virginia. I'm always excited to explore newly built sections. Our group of 8 hiked the trail that will replace several miles of road-walk for through-
hikers. The replacement will be complete when a bridge is built across Daddy’s Creek.

The best flower display we saw was mountain laurel (Kalmia latifolia). Interesting shrubs we discussed included beaked hazelnut (Corylus cornuta),
chinquapin (Castanea pumila, a small version of the chestnut), mountain camellia (Stewartia ovata) and sweetshrub (Calycanthus floridus). We saw a fringe
tree (Chionanthus virginicus) in full bloom. Some herbs in flower were two species of phlox and Bowman'’s root (Porterantus trifoliatus).

Larry Pounds


mailto:PoundsL471@aol.com
mailto:groton87@comcast.net
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Worthington+Cemetery+.75+Mile+Loop/@36.0474302,-84.2095476,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x885c3472aa7f98df:0x99fea989169f2362!8m2!3d36.0474302!4d-84.2069727!16s%2Fg%2F11c6_vmd7q?hl=en&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://tinyurl.com/mvzu35as
https://tinyurl.com/mvzu35as
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Haw Ridge Paved Greenway Walk — Saturday, May 9

It would be easy to assume that the plants along an urban paved greenway couldn’t be of much botanical interest, but that was so wrong. Less than 50 feet
off the greenway in a moist, lakeside habitat our group of 9 walkers found a population of spider lily (Hymenocaullis occidentalis). No flowers yet, but a month
later they will open to be what is perhaps Tennessee’s most spectacular flower. Also seen in the rocky limestone woods, were a huge population of twinleaf
(Jeffersonia diphylla). To see them in bloom, we would need to visit early next spring.

Soon we were out onto a sunny section running along Melton Lake. Here there is a lovely community of native shrubs. The dominant shrub was bushy St.
John’s-wort (Hypericum densiflorum). There were a few flowers open, and later there will be a major display. Other notable shrubs were ninebark
(Physocarpus opulifolius) and tall indigo-bush (Amorpha fruticose). A state-protected species. Cumberland false foxglove (Aureolaria patens), was just coming
up. Larry Pounds

“Stories from a Wildlife Veterinarian “ — Friday, June 5

A near capacity crowd of 141 showed up in the City Room on Roane State Community College’s Oak Ridge Campus on June 5 to hear Dr. Matt Allender share ”
Stories from a Wildlife Veterinarian, from Oak Ridge to Peru and from Box Turtles to Penguins.” The program was cosponsored by the Clinch River
Environmental Studies Organization (CRESO), TCWP, and the UT Arboretum Society.

Dr. Allender, a board-certified zoo and wildlife veterinarian is founder and director of the Wildlife Epidemiology Lab at the University of lllinois and the Director
of Conservation Medicine and Science at Brookfield Zoo Chicago.

National Trails Day Work on North Ridge Trail — Saturday, June 6

On June 6 a group of 13 volunteers joined Bob Richards, owner of Bob’s Trails, Trees and Gardens, to build a 16’ bridge over a growing chasm on the North
Ridge Trail. TCWP chose this project for our National Trails Day work project after it was reported that a small water crossing was growing and blocking the
trail near the Endicott Lane portion of the trail. We contacted Bob, who graciously offered to design and help build the bridge. The lumber and miscellaneous
tools were carried down the trail by the hardy workers, and over the next three hours, the bridge was completed! The project went very smoothly under the
direction of master bridge builder Bob. Next time you walk this section of the trail, think of the good volunteers and financial donors who made this project
possible. John Jaruzel, Trail Steward, North Ridge Trail

Synchronous Fireflies Outing - Sunday, June 7

On Sunday, June 7, 31 people attended our Synchronous Fireflies Outing, including 17 new members and some from out of state. We began the evening with a
short learning session that sparked many questions, conversation, and visible excitement as people shared what they were curious to see and learn. As we
made our way into the forest, the woods gradually filled with warm yellow flashes. At first the fireflies blinked independently, but as the darkness settled, small
groups began to sync together, creating a steady, shared rhythm. This synchronous rhythm was described as the heartbeat of the forest; and it was truly
something you could both see and feel. People reacted with awe, pointing things out to one another and marveling as we continued our walk. The outing
created a shared experience that combined learning, curiosity, and appreciation for our wonderful East Tennessee nature. Erin Cunningham

TCWP table at Oak Ridge Lavender Festival — Saturday, June 20

A group of TCWP volunteers teamed up with Greenways Oak Ridge to have a booth at the popular Lavendar Festival on Jackson Square in Oak Ridge. It was
a great experience to meet old friends and to introduce our activities to many new faces — and the weather cooperated beautifully. TCWP volunteers also
helped with the festival’s recycling activities, in exchange for which the festival didn’t charge us a booth fee. Hans Christen

East Fork Poplar Creek Greenway Cleanup — Saturday, June 27

Despite the forecasted rain (which started just minutes after most participants returned to their cars), 12 volunteers joined the 6th annual cleanup along the
East Fork Poplar Creek Greenway in Oak Ridge, in an event co-organized between Clinch Valley Trail Alliance (CVTA), Greenways Oak Ridge (GWOR), and
TCWP. The City of Oak Ridge recently mowed the beautiful path along the peaceful creek, which made it very enjoyable, and provided trucks to haul off the
trash that we removed from the greenway as well as from the creek. We collected more than a dozen old tires, together with numerous bottles, cans, bags,
and other items. It was a pleasant outing with friendly conversations, camaraderie, and ample opportunities to enjoy the beautifully secluded area.

Hans Christen
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Taking Care of Wild Places Since 1966

Don’t miss what’s
coming next.

If you haven’t yet been receiving our “60 Years of TCWP”
eblast series, it’s not too late to join in. These short stories
bring our history to life and set the stage for where we’re
headed next. Sign up here to follow along and stay
connected: Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning or
https://tinyurl.com/3wfjmct8

Follow us on social media for real-time updates,
insights, and exclusive content between
newsletters.
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Tennessee Citizens of Wilderness Planning (TCWP)
The mission of TCWP is to: Preserve wild places and waters
through protection, advocacy, stewardship, and education.

TCWP: P.O. Box 6873., Oak Ridge, TN 37831
President: Mark Bevelhimer, mbevelhimer@gmail.com

Executive Director: Nancy Manning, nancymanning@tcwp.org

Development Assistant & Outreach Coordinator: Geri Fox,
tcwp.contact@gmail.com

TCWP website: http://www.tcwp.org
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	1.  A New Bridge on the North Ridge Trail
	Visitors to TCWP's North Ridge Trail will notice a new bridge spanning a gully that had become a growing challenge along the trail. Over time, erosion carved a washout more than seven feet deep, making a safe crossing increasingly difficult. Longtime TCWP member, volunteer, and trail expert Bob "Trail Bob" Richards evaluated the site, designed a solution, determined the materials needed, and even helped transport much of the lumber down the trail. Thanks to generous contributions from the Whitten family and several other TCWP members and supporters, the materials were purchased and prepared to Bob's specifications. Then, on a recent workday, fourteen dedicated volunteers hauled the materials to the site and constructed a beautiful 16-foot bridge that will serve hikers for years to come. This project is a wonderful example of what makes TCWP special—members and volunteers working together to care for the places we all love. Thank you to everyone who helped make this project possible!

	2. “Rails to Trails” Update: Strong Community Support and Continued Progress
	The Rails to Trails project reached a major milestone in May when the Anderson County Commission unanimously approved a Resolution of Support for the project. Following the vote, commissioners offered a round of applause—an encouraging sign of the broad support that has been built through months of community outreach and collaboration.
	The final resolution reflects extensive input from New River community members and county leaders, including provisions recognizing the potential for the trail to bring jobs, infrastructure improvements, enhanced emergency access, and other benefits to the New River area. It also emphasizes the importance of local representation and continued community involvement as planning moves forward.
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	6. Explore and Restore program at Oak Ridge High School by Margaret Cumberland, Plant Ecologist with NEON and a TCWP Director.
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	1. Fast-Tracked Review for Proposed Oak Ridge Nuclear Facility
	2. Tennessee Launches First State Fusion Energy Regulations with ramifications for Oak Ridge
	STATE of TENNESSEE
	1. Duck River Receives State Scenic River Protection
	2. Tennessee’s Wildlife Conservation Blueprint Updated
	3. Foothills Land Conservancy Secures Major Smokies Addition
	Foothills Land Conservancy (FLC) has acquired 638 acres near Townsend that will ultimately become part of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, marking the park’s largest land addition in more than a decade. The property includes forested ridgelines, wildlife habitat, and important landscape connections adjacent to one of the park’s most iconic areas. FLC, which has protected more than 200,000 acres through conservation projects across Tennessee and beyond, described the acquisition as one of the region’s most significant conservation opportunities in nearly 20 years and an important step in preserving Southern Appalachian landscapes for future generations.
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	NATIONAL
	1.        Federal Coal Ash Protections Face Rollbacks as Coal Plants Get New Life
	The proposed changes have drawn strong opposition from conservation and public-interest organizations, including the Southern Environmental Law Center (SELC), which has spent years pursuing coal ash cleanups across the Southeast. SELC notes that public pressure and litigation following major disasters, including TVA’s 2008 Kingston coal ash spill, led to federal coal ash standards and the removal of more than 270 million tons of coal ash from leaking, unlined storage sites. The organization argues that weakening those standards could slow cleanup efforts and increase risks to drinking water supplies and communities located near coal ash disposal areas.
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	3.     Tennessee Receives $10.5 Million to Address PFAS Contamination

	TCWP EVENTS
	TCWP’s Guidelines for Activities
	We ask that you stay home when you are sick.
	We ask that you know what you’re capable of, and that you communicate that to the group leader.
	We recommend that you bring plenty of water and snacks.
	NOTE: Events advertised as cleanups or workdays could involve a brisk pace, steep grades, and/or uneven terrain, and might not be appropriate for inexperienced hikers or those with physical limitations. For more information or if you have specific questions, contact the TCWP event leader.
	[NOTE: Times listed for all events are Eastern time unless specified otherwise.]

	1.  Upcoming Events
	Let’s Celebrate 60 Years Together! – Saturday, August 1
	We invite you to join us on August 1 at 9:00 a.m. at Ijams Nature Center for a special morning gathering filled with reflection, connection, and inspiration. Enjoy light breakfast fare while hearing “pop-up” stories from those who witnessed TCWP’s earliest days and the pivotal moments that shaped our mission. With a little luck, we’ll also hear from the children of our founders, Ace and Evelyn Russell, sharing personal memories from the very beginning. We’ll wrap up the morning the best way we know how—with a hike through the beautiful trails at Ijams.
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	Atomic Fall Fest – Saturday, September 12
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